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Lighting and wave motion
mimic real sea conditions
in the 300-gallon fish tank,
which has an automatic
feeder and leak-detecting
floor sensors.

For ways to
your
smarten up
turn to
own house,
page 250.

INTERIOR INTEL

A 30-year-old lottery winner outfits an Arlington
penthouse with smart technology
BY JENNIFER SERGENT

photograph by DAN CHUNG
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GET SMART
A custom chandelier
with dozens of LED
crystal rods is both
sculpture and light
source for the 20-foottall living room.

L

Jennifer Sergent blogs at DC by Design and can
be reached at jennifersergent@verizon.net.

PHOTOGRAPHS OF LIVING ROOM, BEDROOM, AND DECK BY MARLON CRUTCHFIELD; BATHROOM AND BAR BY DAN CHUNG

ike a lot of young bachelors, Brian
McCarthy wanted to deck out his
place with high-tech toys. But unlike most of his peers, he could afford to:
McCarthy won the lottery—literally. Four
years ago, at age 25, he pocketed $68.4 million thanks to Mega Millions. Since then,
the now-former account manager at Pepsi
has spent nearly $200,000 on technology
for his Arlington penthouse.
Today McCarthy rarely touches an actual
switch or power button in his home. He
uses his iPhone to operate the lights, temperature, stereo system, and TV. When he
wakes up, he grabs his smartphone to turn
on the TV built into the bathroom mirror.
By the time he rolls out of bed, the morning
news awaits him.
He relies on the phone when out of town,
too. McCarthy can remotely let friends into
his place to crash if they need to. A camera
records anyone who enters the condo when
he’s away, and stores the video to his phone.
How did he pull the whole package
together? In 2012, McCarthy hired designers Jeff Akseizer and Jamie Brown to
oversee the condo’s overhaul. They in turn
worked with smart-home specialists at
Alexandria’s Absolute Custom Solutions
to help integrate the technology with the
interior design.
When he first met with Akseizer and
Brown, McCarthy says he gave them “carte
blanche.” These are the results.

Artwork hides an
80-inch screen, which,
in addition to the usual
TV and movies, displays
McCarthy’s smartphone
apps and music library.

McCarthy can pause
and transfer whatever
he’s watching
downstairs to his
bedroom TV upstairs.
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After gutting the condo
to install soundproofing
behind the walls, designers
commissioned triple-lined
draperies to prevent echoes
in the soaring space.

All three bathroom
mirrors are equipped
with Seura TVs, so
McCarthy won’t miss the
news while getting ready.

The penthouse’s
technology is aesthetic
as well as functional:
The loft bar glows in
several colors that fade
from one to the next.

The sound system plays
through speakers on the
private roof deck, which
also has a glare-free
outdoor TV.
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BOOST YOUR
HOUSE’S IQ
BY MICHAEL J. GAYNOR

Want to up your home’s intelligence? These
gadgets—among the most popular “smart
home” toys on the market—function via
your phone and voice, and even on their
own, learning your schedule and programming themselves accordingly.

If You’ve Just
Mastered the DVR . . .

No problem—these three products are
particularly user-friendly, and you can
set them up yourself.
NEST LEARNING THERMOSTAT
The well-known smarthome gadget adapts to
your heating and cooling
habits, automatically
cranking up the AC or
heat when it knows you’ll
want it to and saving energy when the
place is empty. You can also control it
from your smartphone.
“People travel a lot, and having the
ability to control the thermostat remotely is becoming increasingly popular,” says architect Mark Lawrence,
a partner at E/L Studio, who reports
that many of his clients are installing
the Nest thermostat.
PARROT FLOWER POWER
Gardeners get high-tech
help from this Bluetoothenabled device inserted
into the soil of potted
plants to take real-time
measurements of sunlight, moisture, and temperature. If a
plant needs tending, the device alerts
your smartphone.

GET SMART

NEST CAMERA

This camera,
which you can
set up anywhere in your
home, sends a
live video feed
to your phone or computer,
making it useful as a baby
monitor or a security device.

If Nest Is Last
Year’s News . . .

Then try one of these more
niche products.
PHILIPS HUE LIGHTING
This system lets
you use an app
to set LED bulbs
to different
schedules, colors, brightness
levels, and ambience settings.
AMAZON ECHO
Sort of a Siri for your coffee
table, the device responds to
voice commands instructing it

to play music,
recite Wikipedia
factoids, give a
weather report,
and more. You
can also use it
to control other smart-home
systems it’s compatible with,
including Philips Hue lighting.
WEMO HOME AUTOMATION
This is a family of products
that can all
be controlled
by the WeMo
app, including
the Mr. Coffee Smart Optimal
Brew, which lets you make a
pot from bed and a Crock-Pot
Smart Slow Cooker that you
can adjust from your phone if
you’re stuck at work.

If You Really Want
to Show Off . . .
You’ll need a professional to
install these more advanced
smart appliances.

CONTROL4

Jeff Sproat,
owner of
Advanced
Wiring Group
in Chantilly,
recommends
the Control4 platform for
customized home automation. Because different
smart devices are wired into
one system, they can work
together to trigger certain
events—such as a pressure
sensor under your mattress
that turns on the TV news
when you get out of bed in
the morning or a speaker system that reminds you when
it’s trash day.
KWIKSET ELECTRONIC LOCKS
These send
notifications
to a phone
when they’re
unlocked—
alerting parents when a child has come
home, for instance.

CHAMBERLAIN GARAGE-DOOR
OPENERS
The Chamberlain system
lets you open
and close your
garage from
your phone
and can be wired to turn on
the house lights when you get
home after dark.
SOMFY SYSTEMS
These motorized window
coverings
—ranging
from sleek
shades to
more traditional pleated curtains—are remotecontrolled from your phone
and can be put on a timer to
open and close in individual
W
rooms at specific times.
Staff writer Michael J. Gaynor
can be reached at mgaynor@
washingtonian.com.
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