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Turn the page for
tons of outdoor
inspiration,
including more of
this McLean terrace
on page 174.
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An English-inspired oasis
takes root in Vienna

By Jennifer Sergent
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marriage to Coast Guard admiral Thad
Allen before he retired in 2010 and the
couple settled down in Vienna. They
chose an Arts and Crafts–style house
with a large back yard, but the only
plants thriving in it were some shrubs
and a thicket of poison ivy. “My goal
was to create something that we were
actually going to use—and have color,”
says Pam.
For years, she bought fresh flowers for
her houses because she was never in one
place long enough to cultivate a proper
garden. To make the most of the opportunity she had long awaited, she hired

Joshua Dean of Wheat’s Landscape.
Dean took inspiration from the
gardens of late-19th-century England,
delineating shade and sun gardens, an
herb garden, and an arbor covered in
climbing roses and wisteria. But the
borders can’t totally contain the profusions of flowers and plants that bloom
steadily from April through October. “I
loved the tension created by the natural
forms of the plantings straining and
breaking through the formal lines of
the spaces,” Dean says.
A stone terrace visually connects an
outdoor fireplace and living area on one
side with a pool and spa on the other. At
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PAM ALLEN MOVED 19 TIMES DURING HER
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ROCK STAR: The Allens spend
chilly nights by the huge stone
fireplace. Teak furnishings
throughout the back yard are
by Kingsley Bate, and the spa
(above) can turn into a water
fountain when it’s not being
used for soaking.

the center lies the herb garden, which
surrounds the crowning touch of Dean’s
design: a custom armillary sphere
made in England with nautical-grade
stainless steel—a nod to the admiral’s
seafaring career. Pointing due north
from its spot on a Carderock plinth, it’s
engraved with the distances in nautical
miles to the locations where the Allens got married, where Thad Allen’s
parents were married, and where their
children and grandchildren were born.
“I had suggested the armillary because of its relationship to navigation,”
Dean says. “It’s also a very English feature to go with the garden style.”

GREEN SCENE: British sculptor David Harber
crafted the custom nautical-steel armillary
sphere (above) that stands at the center of
the herb garden, next to the swimming pool.
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EVERYTHING ZEN

A McLean homeowner gets a hidden spot for unwinding

By Jennifer Sergent
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THOUGH THEIR NEW HOME IN MCLEAN HAD

a large patio and pond out back, Patty
Smith knew she wanted a separate
outdoor space all to herself. The overgrown stone patio and trellis off the
first-floor master suite she shares with
her husband, Jim, wasn’t going to cut
it. “I wanted a Zen garden,” says Patty,
who works in finance for a real-estate
developer. “I was looking for a place for
relaxation—and some privacy.”

PHOTOGRAPHS BY JOHN COLE
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GREAT ESCAPE: What appear
to be living walls (left) were
created with faux boxwood.
The oversize urn between them
is from American Plant, the
sectional is by Janus et Cie, and
the gas fire pit is by Paloform.
Inside the house, tile from
Architectural Ceramics (lower
right) mimics the smooth stones
on the other side of the window.

Smith called Anthony Wilder,
whose team had worked on her
previous house in Potomac.
Under the lead of architectural
designers Anthony Wilder and
Maria Fanjul, the same group
returned to realize Smith’s Zen
vision. “It was a natural choice
to embrace the four classical
elements—earth, water, air, and
fire,” Fanjul says.
The designers first replaced a
bathroom wall with plate glass.
They split boulders and bolted
them down on either side, making it appear as if they pass right
through the glass. A linear fire pit
offers a visual divider between a
seating area and a hot tub, and a
rear wall lined in artificial boxwood blurs the division between
the terrace and the trees beyond.
The new terrace faces the
front yard, so concealing it
from the outside was a priority.
The designers lined the outer
walls with tall skip laurels, “so
all you see are these broadleaf
evergreens,” says Wilder. Fanjul,
Wilder, and Keira St. ClaireBowery designed the deck and
louvered walls from hand-cut
ipe wood. The louvers provide
air circulation.
Smith uses the terrace and hot
tub three to four times a week,
weather permitting. She and
Jim have yet to invite anyone
inside: “Maybe I’m just not ready
to share.”
M ARCH 2017 ★ WAS HI NGTO N IA N

175

H

OUTDOOR LIVING

GARDEN GREATS
Landscapers, nurseries, and furniture stores that can
help you create your outdoor escape
By Jennifer Sergent

LANDSCAPE PROFESSIONALS
Arentz Landscape Architects. Richard
Arentz and his team of four landscape
architects design tailored, orderly gardens
that complement the surrounding architecture. 4543 44th St., NW, 202-537-8020; 8014
Charnick Rd., Marshall, Va., 540-341-4330.
Botanical Decorators. This design/build
firm employs three architects and designers who work with more than 100 clients
a year. They emphasize attention to detail
on each job, with a focus on sustainable
design. 5011 Olney-Laytonsville Rd., Olney;
301-948-6625.
Campion Hruby Landscape Architects.
Specializing in both urban and Chesapeake
Bay coastal styles, the seven-year-old firm
is known for innovative modern gardens
in addition to traditional designs. It has
worked with numerous architects on awardwinning projects. 26 South St., Annapolis;
410-280-8850.
Chapel Valley Landscape Company. This
large design/build firm specializes in installing large trees, exterior lighting, and irrigation. 3275 Jennings Chapel Rd., Woodbine,
Md., 301-924-5400; 21617 Cedar La., Dulles,
703-406-0802.
Clinton & Associates Landscape Architects.
Horticulturist and landscape architect
Sandra Clinton aims to create designs her
clients will value and sustain over the long
term. She favors a “lush palette” of seasonally changing plants. 5200 Baltimore Ave.,
Hyattsville; 301-699-5600.
Fine Earth Landscape. Joel Hafner and Bernie Mihm’s design/build firm specializes in
complex, high-end projects and the installation of plantings, patios, and retaining walls.
16815 Budd Rd., Poolesville; 301-983-0800.
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Fine Landscapes. Founder Charles Owen
spent his formative years in France, where
he shops annually for antique outdoor fireplaces, fountains, and garden ornaments.
The high-end design/build firm constructs
many types of outbuildings in addition to
installing landscapes. 21558 Stonetree Ct.,
Sterling; 703-421-7441.
Garden Gate Landscaping. This firm has
designed, built, and maintained residential gardens since 1964, with a particular
focus on renovating existing gardens. 821
Norwood Rd., Silver Spring; 301-924-4131.
GardenWise. Founder J. Mark White started
his business on Capitol Hill, where he developed a specialty in small rowhouse gardens
and rooftop terraces. He’s experienced at
using a crane for high installations. 4111 18th
Rd. N., Arlington; 703-243-5982.
Jane MacLeish Landscapes. A small design/
build firm specializing in whimsical gardens
and country estates with an English feel.
3743 Upton St., NW; 202-966-8279.
Jennifer Horn Landscape Architecture.
Horn prides herself on creating “intensely
detailed planting plans.” She started her
Washington business after 11 years at highend firms in New York. 2221 S. Clark St.,
Arlington; 202-573-7581.
Jordan Honeyman Landscape Architecture.
This contemporary-leaning firm creates
landscapes that are sustainable, using native
plants where possible, and that respond to
a home’s architecture as well as the client’s
needs. 711 Florida Ave., NW; 202-986-0711.
Lila Fendrick Landscape Architects. A
33-year-old firm with an impressive
portfolio ranging from starkly modern
to warmly traditional. Fendrick’s designs

were included in an Architectural Digest
feature on BET cofounder Sheila Johnson’s
Salamander Farm in Middleburg. 6904
West Ave., Chevy Chase; 301-907-7700.
McHale Landscape Design. A large design/
build firm with masonry and carpentry
divisions, McHale also operates a 30-acre
nursery. 6212 Leapley Rd., Upper Marlboro,
301-599-8300; 6819 Tennyson Dr., McLean,
703-760-8600; 911 West St., Annapolis,
410-990-0894; 29459 Pintail Dr., Easton,
410-770-9449.
Moody Graham. In 2016, Jay Graham’s
Annapolis company merged with Ryan
Moody’s practice and took up residence in
Moody’s DC office. The new firm combines
Graham’s expertise in everything from tiny
back yards to large estates with Moody’s
specialty in complicated urban projects.
1318 H St., NE; 202-543-1286.
Petro Design/Build Group. Kathleen
Litchfield and husband John Petro’s firm
in Mitchellville specializes in sustainable
landscapes and stormwater management.
It also represents Timberpeg, a post-andbeam construction company. 301-2499000; petrodesignbuild.com/contact.
Scott Brinitzer Design Associates. Brinitzer’s firm creates designs that cater to a

How to Build a High-Up Garden

Here’s what it will take to hoist potted trees, flower-bed materials,
grills, and furniture onto your roof
deck, according to GARDENWISE’S
J. Mark White.
➜ Crane and operator costs vary, but
a full day runs about $1,000.
➜ Companies in Washington such
as the aptly named Crane Rental
Company coordinate permitting,
road-closing signs, and police assistance. Those fees are about an
additional $1,600.
➜ Your landscape company will have
to have a team on the ground and on
the roof to load and unload. Labor
fees run $1,500 to $2,500.
➜ The result: your own garden terrace in the sky.

THE BEST
PLACE
IN TOWN
TO GET
a bite .
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DINE

Here’s a fundraiser you can really sink your teeth into. Join us at the
Smithsonian’s National Zoo for an al fresco evening of delicious
tastings from more than 100 of the hot D.C. area restaurants everyone’s
talking about! Delight in craft cocktails, live entertainment, animal
encounters, and live and silent auctions. Mark your calendars for
May 18, when you can Dine for Wildlife. FONZ members enjoy special
pricing. It’s feeding time! fonz.org/zoofari
LEAD SPONSOR: GEICO ® Sponsors: The Coca-Cola Company, Comcast, 94.7 Fresh FM, Groupon, NBC4, Rosenthal Jaguar/
Land Rover of Tyson’s Corner and Chantilly, Va., Washingtonian Magazine, The Washington Post, WTOP and WTOP.com

June 1
NATIONAL BUILDING MUSEUM
WASHINGTON, DC 6–10 PM

BUY TICKETS AT

WASHINGTONIAN.COM/BESTOF
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wide range of architectural elements and
existing site conditions. His team develops
designs along with architects and builders
in both new-build and renovation projects.
2300 Ninth St. S., Arlington; 703-892-0266.
Shimizu Landscape Design. More than 30
years after Osamu Shimizu founded his
business specializing in Japanese-style
gardens and landscape, son Bevan took
over in 2016. Though the elder Shimizu still
helps out, Bevan is talented in sustainable
design and specializes in rain, water, and
woodland gardens. 6101 Bryn Mawr Ave.,
Glen Echo; 301-229-9483.
Shorb Landscaping. A full range of services
from landscape design and installation
to grounds maintenance. Shorb also
installs outdoor lighting and irrigation
systems. 10518 Warfield St., Kensington;
301-897-3503.
Surrounds Landscape Architecture &
Construction. The firm employs both landscape architects and construction crews
that build and install hardscape and plantings. Its garden-management services help
clients keep up their gardens after the crews
are gone. 21580 Blackwood Ct., Sterling;
703-782-8999.

GARDEN STORES AND NURSERIES
American Plant. This nine-decade-old business has a landscape-design/build division
in addition to a boutique for garden and
home called Tinge and a landscape “design
center” that holds regular open houses with
free consultations. Its greenhouse sells indoor plants, succulents, and garden supplies.
5258 River Rd., Bethesda, 301-656-3311;
7405 River Rd., Bethesda, 301-469-7690.
Behnke Nurseries. This large nursery has
stocked a wide assortment of indoor and
outdoor plants, including many native
species, since the 1930s. 11300 Baltimore
Ave., Beltsville; 301-937-1100.
Betty’s Azalea Ranch. Besides a vast selection of azaleas and shrubs, Betty’s has trees,
perennials, annuals, water-garden materials, statuary, and bulbs. Landscape-design
and installation services are also available.
12507 Lee Hwy., Fairfax; 703-830-8687.

OUTDOOR LIVING

Pick the Right Basil

We turned to Maryland cookbook
author and herb expert Susan Belsinger—a friend of the DeBAGGIO
family—for her favorite kitchen basils.
➜ Genoa Green. Also known as Italian
basil, it goes well in pesto, tomato
sauces, and caprese salads.
➜ Lemon basil. Perfect for chicken,
fish, vegetables, or vinaigrette. It
also works nicely with summer stone
fruits and in gelato.
➜ Thai basil. An “in your face” flavor
that holds up to spicy Asian foods and
pairs beautifully with cilantro and lime.
➜ Opal or purple basil. A colorful
addition to salads and vinegars, especially apple-cider vinegar.

Brent and Becky’s Bulbs. Brent Heath’s
family has been growing bulbs since
1900. The nursery he operates with wife
Becky offers more than 1,300 flowering

bulb varieties as well as seeds and perennials—all of which can be mail-ordered.
Their farm has a children’s garden with a
beehive hut and an eight-acre, Chesapeake
Bay–friendly teaching garden. 7900 Daffodil La., Gloucester, Va.; 804-693-3966.
DeBaggio’s Herb Farm & Nursery. This
farm offers more than two dozen varieties
of basil alone in its A-to-Z catalog of herbs.
DeBaggio’s greenhouse and gardens also
have ornamental plants and all manner of
vegetables, including 100 tomato varieties
and dozens of chilies and hot and sweet peppers. Shrub fruits are also available, such as
berries and figs. 43494 Mountain View Dr.,
Chantilly; 703-327-6976.
George Bridge Landscape Design. Bridge’s
20-acre Acorn Farm offers a pleasant stroll
through many varieties of American boxwood, mature specimen trees, and apple
espaliers grown to form T-tops, living fences,
and both V-shaped and arched tunnels. It
also offers landscape design. 5105 Griffith
Rd., Laytonsville; 301-482-2128.

H

Ginkgo Gardens. This Capitol Hill nursery
and garden-supply shop is oriented toward
urban gardens. It specializes in perennials,
small trees, shrubs, houseplants, pots, and
small-scale outdoor furniture. It also provides design, installation, and maintenance
services, primarily in DC. 911 11th St., SE;
202-543-5172.
Greenstreet Gardens. Much of the inventory is grown in a 70,000-square-foot
greenhouse at the Lothian location, which
is a good source for annuals. Greenstreet
specializes in native plants as well as watergarden plants and fish for ponds. 1721 W.
Braddock Rd., Alexandria, 703-998-3030;
1503 Mount Vernon Ave., Alexandria, 703837-0500; 391 W. Bay Front Rd., Lothian,
Md., 410-867-9500.
Holly, Woods and Vines. This nursery has
an assortment of intricate topiaries, rustic
crowned yucca plants, espaliered magnolia
and Japanese maples, plus annuals, perennials, trees, and shrubs. It also sells patio
furniture, pottery, and garden accents
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and offers design and plant-installation
services. 8453 Richmond Hwy., Alexandria;
703-799-1607.
Homestead Gardens. One of the area’s
largest nurseries, claiming the region’s
biggest enclosed garden center—280,000
square feet under one roof. It offers gardening workshops and has a landscapedesign/build division and retail stores.
743 W. Central Ave., Davidsonville, 410798-5000; 522 Ritchie Hwy., Severna Park,
410-384-7966.
Johnson’s Florist & Garden Centers. Johnson’s opened in 1933 and is the official
florist of the National Cherry Blossom Festival. In addition to plants, it sells statuary,
garden art, furniture, and cut flowers. 4200
Wisconsin Ave., NW, 202-244-6100; 10313
Kensington Pkwy., Kensington, 301-9466700; 5011 Olney-Laytonsville Rd., Olney,
301-987-1940.
Lilypons Water Gardens. Celebrating its
100th anniversary this year, Lilypons sells
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Grab a Beer With Your Begonias

You can get more than just produce and plants at THANKSGIVING
FARMS, courtesy of Brian Roberts.
The son-in-law of founder Timothea
Zimmermann opened Mad Science
Brewing Company on the property
in 2015, selling beers made with six
varieties of hops grown on the land.
Roberts also infuses a wide variety of
freshly picked fruits and vegetables
at the tap. “Pick a berry—I’ve used
it,” says Roberts, a drug-and-vaccine
research scientist by day (hence the
brewing company’s name). The taps
are open on weekends, April through
December. You can shop with beer
in hand, sit at the bar, or buy bottles
to take home.

water-garden products including plants,
fish, pumps, and lights. 6800 Lily Pons Rd.,
Adamstown, Md.; 800-999-5459.

Meadows Farms Nurseries & Landscape.
With 20 locations, Meadows Farms is
large enough to buy plants in volume to
sell at competitive prices. It also provides
landscaping services. Multiple Maryland
and Virginia locations; meadowsfarms.com.
Merrifield Garden Center. A garden center,
nursery, and landscape design/build company, Merrifield boasts a big selection of
annuals, perennials, vegetables, shrubs, and
trees and has a home-decor boutique. 8132
Lee Hwy., Falls Church, 703-560-6222; 12101
Lee Hwy., Fairfax, 703-968-9600; 6895 Wellington Rd., Manassas, 703-368-1919.
Nature by Design. Specializes in native trees,
shrubs, perennials, and annuals, including many hard-to-find varieties, as well as
nonnative tropical plants hardy enough
for Washington winters. 300 Calvert Ave.,
Alexandria; 703-683-4769.
Susanna Farm Nursery. Owner Brant Baker
specializes in Japanese maples and dozens of varieties of dwarf and hard-to-find

evergreens—a full-time pursuit inspired his
father’s hobby of buying unusual conifers
and maples for their yard. 17700 White
Ground Rd., Boyds, Md.; 301-972-7513.
Thanksgiving Farms. A good source for
out-of-the-ordinary vegetable plants and
annuals as well as perennials, shrubs, and
garden ornaments. It sells summer vegetables and fruits from its orchard, and a
new addition is the Mad Science Brewing
Company, which stocks many varieties of
American and English ales. 1619 Buckeystown Pike, Adamstown, Md.; 301-662-1291.

FURNITURE AND ACCENTS
Alden Farms. Artist David Therriault creates abstract stone garden sculptures and
birdbaths. His barn is open to the public,
and visitors can shop the sculptures displayed throughout three acres of gardens—
or commission their own. 19215 Beallsville
Rd., Beallsville, Md.; 301-367-3879.

Discover the sweet scents of
spring and vibrant hues of
oakleaf hydrangeas, peonies,
lilacs, azaleas, begonias,
and Japanese snowbell

Guidance and

everything you need
to dig into spring

Hand tools
Soil amendments
Garden gloves
Fertilizers
Watering supplies
Merrifield
Fair Oaks
Gainesville
703-560-6222 703-968-9600 703-368-1919
merrifieldgardencenter.com

The Brass Knob Architectural Antiques.
Although this isn’t a garden store per se,
many of Donetta George’s architectural
antiques can be used outdoors, including
urns, planters, decorative ironwork, and
sculptural terra-cotta pieces. 2311 18th St.,
NW; 202-644-8289.
Côté Jardin Antiques. For 13 years, owners
Basil Kavalsky and Nopporn Khaewpong
have scoured France and Italy for 18th- and

Take an Outdoor Art Walk
Artist David Therriault used to operate a garden center at ALDEN FARMS
in Beallsville, Maryland. Now that he
focuses exclusively on sculpture, he
puts his gardening to use as a way
to display his art. At his 50-year-old
barn, you can peruse both his studio
and a shop for smaller works, plus
meander through three acres of garden “rooms” that display large, contemporary pieces. Get on his mailing
list (davidtherriault.net/contact) and
you’ll be invited to wine-and-cheese
receptions Therriault hosts in his
garden once or twice a year.
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CITY SMILES DC
America’s Most Exceptional Smiles

Restore Your Smile
and Confidence
Comfortably, Painlessly
in as Little as
One Day!

CALL TODAY FOR A COMPLIMENTARY CONSULTATION
- Cosmetic - Implants -

- Invisalign ® - Teeth Whitening -

- Veneers - Crowns -

- Endodontics - Sedation - Extractions - - & Much More -

919 18th St. NW, LL-50 Washington, DC 20006
202.223.6300 www.citysmilesdc.com
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19th-century garden furniture, statuary,
and other decorative items. They also
carry contemporary French garden furniture by Hervé Baume. 3218 O St., NW;
202-333-3067.
Country Casual Teak. Specializing in
teak garden furniture, Country Casual
is a designer go-to for its collections of
upholstered sofas, sectionals, armchairs,
and tables. Umbrellas, throw pillows and
cushions, and planters are also available.
7601 Rickenbacker Dr., Gaithersburg;
301-926-9195.
Holloway Company. This design/build
outdoor-living firm has a retail showroom
and a wide variety of outdoor furnishings
from brands such as Gloster, Kingsley Bate,
Summer Classics, Parker James, Tuuci, and
Trex. It offers grills, fire pits, and outdoor
appliances and speaker systems, too. 42351
Azalea La., Dulles; 703-996-8099.
Home Escapes/Oﬀenbacher’s. These former competitors became one company
last year when Offenbacher’s closed its
eight locations in the wake of bankruptcy.
Home Escapes continues the brand—and
its reputation for being one of the region’s
largest dealers of outdoor furnishings,
patio umbrellas, hot tubs, swim spas, and
fire pits. 292 Sunset Park Dr., Herndon, 703467-1700; 5528 Nicholson La., Rockville,
301-881-8565.
Janus et Cie. The purveyor of luxury outdoor furnishings has recently focused on
expanding its outdoor-textile and accessory lines. The Janus collections are so
tailored that many are indistinguishable
from indoor furnishings, fabric, and decor.
3304 M St., NW; 202-333-8111.
Maison Warehouse. The retail sister to Fine
Landscapes, Maison Warehouse offers
discounted outdoor furnishings, planters,
fountains, and statuary in addition to interior decor. Manager Mia Belotti provides
design services and consultations. 21558
Stonetree Ct., Sterling; 703-773-7000.

Listen to 97.1 WASH-FM
on iHeartRadio
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Connect with WASH-FM:

Marston Luce Antiques. With inventory
from France and Sweden, this antiques shop
offers painted furniture, pottery, folk art,
and “all things pertaining to the garden.”
1651 Wisconsin Ave., NW; 202-333-6800.

Patio.com. This East Coast chain carries
more than a dozen outdoor-furnishing
brands in addition to fire pits, grills, and
heaters. It also sells games such as outdoor
Ping-Pong, bag toss, and Chuck-a-Ball.
Vienna, 703-827-0099; Fairfax, 703-8657928; Sterling, 703-444-4006; Rockville
(Rockville Pike), 301-309-0025; Rockville
(Randolph Rd.), 240-669-3204.
Plow & Hearth. Two local retail locations
sell the catalog’s large collection of outdoor
seating and decor. New arrivals include
rugs, eucalyptus-wood chaises, and solarpowered garden-path lights. 11951 Grand
Commons Ave., Fairfax, 571-522-1970; 167
Jennifer Rd., Annapolis, 410-266-8903.
Restoration Hardware. The retailer just
released a 300-plus-page catalog of outdoor furnishings with teak, woven, and
metal frames, ranging from modern
to traditional. The collections include
pillows and fabric by Sunbrella and
Perennials. 1222 Wisconsin Ave., NW,
202-625-2771; Tysons Corner Center,
703-821-9655; Leesburg Premium Outlets,
703-443-1162.

National Building
Museum Gala
Tuesday, May 16
Honoring
Brookfield Properties
and
National Endowment for the Arts
With a special tribute to Richard T. Anderson, President Emeritus
of the New York Building Congress
Hosted by special guest emcee, Paula Poundstone
6:30 pm Garden Party
8 pm Dinner and Program
9 pm After Party
Garden Party Attire
Visit www.nbm.org to register

Room & Board. This location has a streetlevel patio and rooftop deck to display its
modern outdoor furnishings and accessories. Rather than the more common teak,
its wood-top tables and chairs are ipe, and
its plastic seating, such as the Emmett
collection, is made from recycled products
including milk jugs. 1840 14th St., NW;
202-729-8300.
Urban Country. The popular home-interiors boutique stocks high-end outdoor
furnishings by Lee Industries, Summer
Classics, Lexington, Couture Jardin, and
Zuo Modern. 7117 Arlington Rd., Bethesda;
301-654-0500.
Urban Essentials. This Logan Circle shop
offers modern outdoor furniture by Kannoa and Brown Jordan. Owner David
Schaefer offers design services in which
he can special-order furnishings from
many other manufacturers to customize an outdoor space. 1401 14th St., NW;
W
202-299-0640.
Jennifer Sergent, a design writer in Arlington,
blogs at dcbydesignblog.com.
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