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A Colonial
Revival
Masterpiece

Ninety years after it was built in one of
Washington’s finest neighborhoods at the
edge of Rock Creek Park, this grand old
estate has only improved with age, thanks to
Georgetown architect George Stavropoulos’
thorough, 21st-century renovation and
expansion that more than doubled its size.
But make no mistake: its historical roots are
central to the design, because the original
owners ran a prominent construction
business and built the home using only the
best materials available. Hence, the modern
side additions are clad with slate roofs and
12-inch-thick Vermont granite to match the
original structure. The decorative plasterwork,
intricate trim, ornate fireplaces and fine
wood paneling are restored to their Roaring
Twenties grandeur. But unlike those days, it
now boasts luxury en-suite bathrooms with
every bedroom, a movie theater and walkin wine cellar—and a kitchen to rival any
of today’s best. From inside out, this special
home wears the gracious beauty of its past
while its infrastructure and amenities befit an
active family that lives fully in the present.

Colonial Revival
stone mansion,
circa 1928
13,000 square feet
Four levels
Five working
fireplaces
Original decorative
moldings and
plasterwork
Glass galleria
with six skylights
Expansive formal
gardens and terraces
Pool and tennis court
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A calm,
sophisticated
environment for
small gatherings
of family, friends,
and business
associates.
Living Room

The living room stands ready
for a formal reception—a role
it has undoubtedly played for
generations of residents—
including former Maryland
Senator Joseph Tydings, who
mingled in the top echelons of
Washington society. An ornate
mantel and stone surround frame
a wood-burning fireplace, while
a crystal chandelier provides soft
lighting over guests who tread
on the original hardwood floors.
The formality, art, and antiques in
this room make it especially well
suited for smaller, more private
occasions from book groups to
after-dinner drinks.
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Library
In line with the home’s enfilade of formal
entertaining spaces, the library offers
a handsome retreat for after-dinner
conversation—or more solitary, bookish
pursuits. Clad in honey-hued mahogany
paneling that frames its built-in bookcases
and extends into the ceiling trim, this
distinguished, clubby enclave offers up-todate recessed lighting that casts a warm glow
when the sun isn’t shining through its large
bank of windows.
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Kitchen &
Breakfast Room
The modern, paneled chef’s
kitchen, located in the home’s
addition, retains a stone wall
that once clad the exterior of
the original structure. Foodies
can entertain easily with the
kitchen’s separate Sub-Zero
refrigerator and freezer, the
six-burner Thermador cooktop
with a commercial-grade exhaust
hood, and two Miele dishwashers.
Home cooks and caterers alike
will appreciate the expansive

limestone countertops, the
oversized island and breakfast
bar with its prep sink, and the
walk-in pantry.
The kitchen’s elegant ceiling
coffers and Jerusalem gray and
gold limestone floor flow right into
the large breakfast room whose
tall windows stretch across the
far wall, looking out toward the
home’s lush side gardens.
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Galleria
Built during the renovation, the new galleria
forms a glass gallery at the rear of the house
that cleverly connects the main level rooms,
and its two sets of French doors form a sunny
transition to the stone terraces overlooking the
pool and gardens. A series of six skylights help
infuse even more light into this happy space,
and sends sunshine back into the home’s core.
The galleria is ideal for garden parties, where
guests can easily flow inside and out.
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Dining Room
A spectacular formal dining room such
as this one is essential for entertaining in
Washington’s salon society. Its fireplace and
mantel anchors a room large enough to seat
18 comfortably, while the beautiful chevron
hardwood, intricate crown molding and
Colonial wainscoting distinguishes the space
with an elegance befitting the guests who are
expected to dine here. The crystal chandelier
and sconces get an assist from the recessed
lighting; just add candlelight, and the lively
conversation will continue for hours.
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Great Room
It’s a testament to the sensitive design of
the home’s addition that the Great Room’s
exquisite detailed plaster ceiling, elaborate
trim and molding, and a period fireplace
mantel—are indistinguishable from the
original architecture of another era. This
large, comfortable space also benefits from its
corner placement, with French doors opening
to the front, side, and rear stone terraces
and facing the sweep of gardens from front
to back. This lovely room acts as an ideal
gathering place for family holidays and foreign
dignitaries, a familiar venue for a wedding
shower, or any intimate entertaining need.
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Upper Levels
The second and third floor
levels of this grande dame were
thoroughly transformed with
welcoming suites for the owners
and their family and guests. The
master suite, accessible from the
front and rear staircases, is its
own luxury apartment: The plush
bedroom is attached to paneled
hallways with closets, a vanity
counter, and access to a private
terrace. The bedroom itself is a
dreamy escape, with room for
an intimate sitting area at the
fireplace. Two large windows,
meanwhile, infuse morning
light throughout the space. An
adjacent office features custom

built-ins, and the enormous
bath greets its owners with an
arched ceiling and windows on all
sides—including a floor-to-ceiling
Palladian window that frames
the soaking tub. The shower is
equally luxurious, with a bench
and two windows.
The other bedroom suites rival
any five-star hotel: two on the
second floor have their own
sitting room and private bath,
while a reading nook greets
guests on the landing of the third
level, which leads to another
bedroom suite with a walk-in
closet and bath.

5320 27th Street NW

38° 57’ 33.8’’ N 77° 3’ 23.7’’ W

A Relais & Châteaux
Experience, Steeped
in Washington History
Pool and Tennis Court

Towering mature trees and great
stands of sculptural boxwood
enclose the serene pool and
adjacent tennis court, promising a
private, resort-like setting for rest
and recreation.
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