PREP
SCHOOL
BLENDING CLEAN LINES AND POPS OF COLOR,
TWO DESIGNERS INFUSE A SCOTTSDALE
HOME WITH A CLASSIC VIBE.
WRITTEN BY JENNIFER SERGENT / PHOTOGRAPHY BY JOHN WOODCOCK

290 / luxesource.com

INTERIOR DESIGN / JENNIFER O’DOWD AND JOANNA GICK,
J & J DESIGN GROUP, LLC

Left: For the revamp of a
Mediterranean house in Scottsdale,
“we wanted the entire home to
feel light, bright and masculine,”
says designer Jennifer O’Dowd,
who chose Dunn-Edwards’ Foggy
Day paint for the living room. She
and co-designer Joanna Gick
enlisted a team to help them realize
their vision, including Check’s
Restoration, which did much of the
renovation work, such as darkening
the ceiling beams throughout.
Opposite: The designers gave the
foyer a sophisticated feel with a
three-tier wood-and-brass Jonathan
Adler chandelier from Robert Abbey
in High Point, North Carolina. A
hive-like framed mirror by Noir
hangs over a Vanguard console.
The saturated blue rug is by Surya.

T

ake one look at the youthful, color-packed
portfolio of designers Jennifer O’Dowd
and Joanna Gick, and a casual observer
might not know the duo are based in
Arizona. “Our designs are really not
‘Southwest’ at all,” O’Dowd says. “We like to focus
more on light and an overall fresh feeling.” That is
exactly why they were chosen to give an interior facelift
to a one-story Mediterranean-style home in Scottsdale.
The emphasis was on mixing gray-stained woods with
pops of navy and emerald, brightening surfaces and
creating a preppy-but-masculine vibe—think modern
Ralph Lauren, O’Dowd explains.

For her part, O’Dowd started by replacing the dark
cherry-wood cabinetry in the kitchen and bathrooms with
paint-grade Shaker overlay doors. She also resurfaced the
master bathroom flooring in white marble, adding a “rug”
of patterned cement tile, and used more patterened tile to
make up the kitchen backsplash. Amidst those changes,
other features of the home were enhanced rather than
replaced. “We like to keep some things that relate to the
overall style and feel of the home,” explains O’Dowd, who
darkened the home’s existing ceiling beams to pop against
the white walls and gave the limestone floors a nice polish.
“Regarding everything architectural, we tried to respect the
roots of the house.”
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To create a dramatic gallery of art in
the living room, O’Dowd selected a
range of works from the Wendover
Art Group in Largo, Florida. A
dominant palette of beige, gray
and brown prevails in the space,
which is furnished with a sofa and
armchairs by Vanguard, tables by
Brownstone Furniture and a pair of
marble lamps from Robert Abbey.
The striped rug is by Jaipur.
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Leather upholstery on kitchen barstools from Dovetail Furniture in Los Angeles
resembles a bomber jacket, O’Dowd observes: “It looks like they come from a vintage
shop.” Redline Custom Cabinet Company fabricated the new bar counter on the
kitchen island and replaced the cabinetry. The trio of pendant lights is by Feiss.

Against that backdrop, the designers streamlined the
interiors and injected jolts of energy through art and decor.
In the family room, for instance, Gick designed built-in
cabinetry inspired by the geometric fretwork she spotted on
a console, while O’Dowd eliminated an imposing concrete
mantel in favor of a spare walnut shelf that echoes the new
bar counter on the kitchen island—a waterfall of polished
white quartz. O’Dowd sourced a gallery’s worth of artwork
to fill a large wall in the living room and, with Gick, replaced
a crystal chandelier in the foyer with a modern wood-andbrass fixture. “It made the space more masculine,” O’Dowd
says. An overdyed blue rug and a shapely gray-wood
console in the entryway offer a taste of what’s to come in
the rest of the house.
Deep blue shades and pops of green repeat themselves
in every room, which channel a ruggedly preppy style with
the help of leather furnishings. The designers also made
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sure to include subtle references to the home’s Southwest
pedigree: Bronze nailheads appear on the creamy sectional
in the family room, while rustic wood planks top the shiny
chrome base of the nearby coffee table. The jagged edges
lining the interior of the sofa table even resemble the
McDowell Mountain Range, visible from the outside terrace.
O’Dowd added an extra-chic vibe to certain spaces
using wallpaper: a tweedy chevron in the powder room;
a faux-studded grid in the master bedroom. “We love
wallpaper,” she says. “We like the texture it brings.”
Nowhere is this more apparent than in the combination
office-and-guest room, where a forest-like pattern serves
as a backdrop for adult-sized bunkbeds—a request by
the homeowners—designed by the duo. O’Dowd created
a similar escapist feeling in the master bathroom, which
features a stylized impression of the sea through handpainted grass cloth.

“We love painted cement tiles,”
O’Dowd says, referring to the
kitchen’s defining backsplash from
the Cement Tile Shop in Tampa,
Florida. The cabinets are by Redline
Custom Cabinet Company, topped
with quartz countertops from MJ
Stone. The refrigerated drawers
are Jenn-Air, the faucets are Delta,
and the apron sink is Kohler.

Underneath the television in the
family room, Macumber’s Home
Maintenance Services replaced a
concrete mantel with a walnut shelf.
Next to it, Gick designed the doors
of the built-in cabinet, which was
fabricated by Quality Custom Home
Interiors. The armchair is RH, the
coffee table is Brownstone, and the
sectional is Vanguard. A Surya rug
grounds the space, while Robert
Allen fabric makes up the draperies.

Like other spaces in the residence, O’Dowd’s goal for
the master bedroom was to make the large space feel
more intimate. “The rooms are huge, and we needed
to find a way to make them cozy,” she says. Here, she
replaced carpet with warm hardwood and layered it with
a richly patterned rug that serves as the room’s artwork.
A navy tufted-velvet bed with crisp white sheets anchors
the room, while draperies hung high above the windows
and a comfy seating area soften the space.
Although the designers banished the heavy Mediterranean
look of the home’s interiors, they could never deny the
residence of its connection to its desert setting. “The
house has lots of beautiful light, so keeping it bright was
easy,” O’Dowd says, pointing to an interior courtyard that
brings daylight into the home’s core. The terrace offers
striking views of the mountains as well as features a pergola
dressed with existing jaunty blue-and-white draperies—a
remnant from the previous owner that helps transform the
Southwest abode into an all-American home.
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The master bedroom’s blue tufted-velvet bed by Vanguard pops
against faux-stud-printed wallpaper by Phillip Jeffries. The bed
linens are from RH, and the multicolored rug is by Jaipur.

Below, left: A Bernhardt dresser with
contemporary elegance anchors the
wall opposite the bed in the master
bedroom. The mirror is Uttermost,
and the sconce is by Regina Andrew.
Manufacturers Floor Covering
Outlet Co. installed the wide-plank
hardwood floor from Provenza Floors.
Below, right: Comfy Vanguard
armchairs flank a leather
ottoman by Sunpan in the
master bedroom sitting area.
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In the master bathroom, the generous new
shower (above) is lined with large-format tile
from Floor and Décor, while a tile inset from
the Cement Tile Shop (right) resembles a rug
just outside the shower door. The ocean-like
painted grass-cloth wallcovering is by Phillip
Jeffries, the mirror is by Surya, and the sconces
are by Circa Lighting. Redline Custom Cabinet
Company fabricated the vanities on both sides
of the Sunstruck soaker tub by Kohler.
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